
CHORAL EUCHARIST  
THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 9, 2026 � 10 a.m. 
________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome to worship at St. Christopher’s. Greeters, ushers, and clergy are available should you have any questions or concerns.  

If this is your first time worshiping here, you are invited to complete a pew card and place it in the offering plate  
or complete the online card using the QR code found on the pew card. 

Children of any age are always welcome at St. Christopher’s liturgies. Hearing devices are available at the entrance. 
________________________________________ 

 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
   The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
 

As we come today into the presence of the Lord, let us prepare our hearts and our 
minds for worship. With quiet reflection, let us invite the Lord to fill us with the Holy 
Spirit, guide us with grace and give us peace. 

 

 THE WORD OF GOD 
   
VOLUNTARY   Cortège  Claude Debussy (1862–1918) 
 

The people stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
INTROIT   O nomen Jesu  WORDS: Litany of the Holy Name 
     MUSIC: Robert Nicholls (b. 1973) 
 

O name of Jesus, name of sweetness!  
Name of Jesus, name of delights! 
Name of Jesus, name of comfort!  
For what is Jesus but Savior? 
Therefore, Jesus, on account of thy holy name,  
Be to me Jesus, and save me. 

 
HYMN 390  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Lobe den Herren 
 

Blessed be the one, holy and living God.  
Glory to God forever and ever. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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GLORIA     Robert Powell (b. 1932) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
   Let us pray. 

 
RANT TO US, LORD, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that 
are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live 

according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

G 
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The people are seated. 
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE  I Kings 9: 9–18 

T HOREB, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. 
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for 
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 
away.” 
 
He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about 
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains 
and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and 
after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer 
silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and 
stood at the entrance of the cave.  
 
Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites 
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then 
the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when 
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son 
of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place.” 
 

   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM   105:1–6  Confitemini Domino 
 chanted by the choir   Anglican chant: Stephen Elvey (1805–1860) 
 
  1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * 
   make known his deeds among the peoples. 
   
  2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
    and speak of all his marvelous works. 
 
  3 Glory in his holy Name; * 
    let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
   
  4 Search for the Lord and his strength; * 
    continually seek his face. 
 
  5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 
    his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
  
   6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
    O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 
 

A 
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EPISTLE   Romans 10:5–15 
OSES WRITES CONCERNING THE RIGHTEOUSNESS that comes from the law, that 
“the person who does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness 

that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” 
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near 
you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 
because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and 
so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, 
“No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call 
on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” But how 
are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 
in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 

   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
   Thanks be to God. 
 

The people stand. 
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HYMN   How shall I sing that majesty WORDS: John Mason (1646–1694) 
     MUSIC: Coe Fen; Kenneth Naylor (1931–1991) 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 14:22–33 
 
   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Matthew. 
   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

ESUS MADE THE DISCIPLES GET INTO THE BOAT and go on ahead to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up 

the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this 
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when 
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” 
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take 
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me 
to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, 
he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, 
why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the 
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

   The Gospel of our Lord. 
   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
SERMON     The Rev. Jennifer Zogg 

 
NICENE CREED     
  

The people stand. 
 
     We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 

J 
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  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The people remain standing. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
 Presider Sisters and brothers, the word of faith that we proclaim is near you, on your lips and 

in your heart! 
 

 Intercessor + Lord God, capture our hearts. May your Holy Spirit prepare a way upon which the 
beautiful feet of your servants can bring good news to all those who are wearied by 
too much bad news. In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for: St. Paul’s Church, 
Lynnfield; St. Paul’s Church, Malden; Grace Church, Medford; Trinity Parish, 
Melrose; and Bishop Alan M. Gates African Ministry Center. 

 
  Be generous to all who call on you. 

Lord, save us. 
 
+ Lord of all, your love makes no distinction between peoples or nations. We pray 
that wars and violence cease. May your reign of peace and justice come quickly.  
 
Be generous to all who call on you. 
Lord, save us. 
 
+ Holy God, your Son walked on the water even as your Spirit moved over the face 
of the waters in creation. May we learn to respect the beauty and mystery, the power 
and goodness, of all you have made. We give you thanks for all the blessings of this 
life, especially the birthdays of Nancy Stauring, Marty Cavanough, Edie Bingham, 
Moss Crosby, Alison Grove, Christopher Veillette, and Johanne Arnemann; and for 
the anniversaries of Susan & Dan Gray, Nancy & Errol James, Lisa & Jim Buchanan, 
Leslie & Moss Crosby, and Victoria & Jeff Quake. 
 
Be generous to all who call on you. 
Lord, save us. 
 
+ Strong God, give us wisdom like your servant Joseph that this congregation may 
be a symbol of hope and integrity to the leaders of our towns.  
 
Be generous to all who call on you. 
Lord, save us. 
 
+ Lord Christ, you bid your people be not afraid. You have promised that all who 
call on your name shall be saved. And so make your deeds known among the 
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people—especially those in trouble, sickness, and pain. On our parish prayer list, we 
pray for Peggy Dimm, Joan Bagnell, Bob Lynyak, Pam McGauley, Wright Olney, 
Betty Martiner, Mary Braman, Roberta Murphy, Sharon Currie, Greg Horne, 
Connie Begley, Fiona Evans, Elizabeth Paulson, Betsy, Debby Waugh, Nancy, 
Tim, Rick Leavitt, Win McCausland, John Trimble, Lindsay Nesnow, and Pam 
Nickerson. 
 
Be generous to all who call on you. 
Lord, save us. 
 
+ God of our ancestors, you raised your Son from the grips of death and through 
him have promised to give new life to all who have died. May the dead rest in peace, 
even as they await the day of resurrection. We pray especially for Bengt Fellman in 
whose memory the flowers on the altar are given. 
 
Be generous to all who call on you. 
Lord, save us. 

 
The Presider adds a concluding Collect 

 
THE CONFESSION  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
   And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & BLESSING OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  O Thou the Central Orb WORDS: Henry R. Bramley (1833–1917) 
     MUSIC: Charles Wood (1866–1926) 
 

O thou the central orb of righteous love, 
Pure beam of the most High, eternal Light 
Of this our wintry world, thy radiance bright 
Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above. 



	 9 

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine, 
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine; 
Thy saints with holy lustre round thee move, 
As stars about thy throne, 
set in the height of God’s ordaining counsel, 
As thy sight gives measured grace to each,  
thy power to prove. 
 
Let thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin, 
Our nature all shall feel eternal day, 
In fellowship with thee, transforming day 
To souls ere-while unclean, 
Now pure within. Amen. 
 

This addition to the choral library is given by Charlie Berardesco and Jeff Thurston  
to the glory of God and in celebration of their friends and musical colleagues,  

today’s guest organist Jeremy Filsell and guest soprano Rebecca Kellerman-Filsell. 
 

HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION, DOXOLOGY  Morning Hymn 
 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  Eucharistic Prayer B 
       

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord… 
 

The Presider adds a Proper Preface 
 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
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SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS  Land of Rest 
 

 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us 
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where with all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
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By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Alleluia. Christ is known in the breaking of the bread. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

All persons, regardless of faith, tradition, or age, are invited to receive the bread and wine of the Eucharist. It is the practice of this 
congregation to receive the wine only by drinking from the cup. You may receive just the bread, if you prefer. If, for whatever reason, 
you don’t wish to receive the sacrament, you are welcome to come to the altar rail for a blessing instead, indicated by crossing your 
arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are available—simply request one from the priest. If you are unable to come to the rail, 
please let an usher know and Communion will be brought to you. 

 
THE MINISTRY OF HEALING PRAYER 
 

If you would like to receive the laying on of hands and a healing prayer, for either yourself or someone you love, please proceed to the 
prayer station behind the altar. If you do not want the healing minister to physically touch you, simply cross your arms over your 
chest. This prayer opens our hearts to receive the healing grace of God and bring wholeness into our bodies, minds, spirits or souls. 
Feel free to state a prayer request with the healing prayer minister. 
 

MOTET   Laudate Dominum from Vesperae Solennelle de Confessore WORDS: Psalm 117 
            MUSIC: W. A. Mozart (1756–1791) 
     
    Praise the Lord, all nations; praise him, all peoples. 

Certain is his love and mercy for us,  
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 

The people stand. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING   The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God, Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit be upon you this day and remain with you 
always. Amen. 

 
HYMN 637   How firm a foundation Lyons 
 
DISMISSAL   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
   Thanks be to God.  
 
VOLUNTARY   Carillon de Westminster from Pièces de Fantaisie, Op. 54/vi Louis Vierne (1870–1937) 
 

All are invited to join in fellowship in the atrium following the liturgy. 
_____________________________________ 

 
TO EXPERIENCE THE LOVE OF CHRIST,   

AND TO INSPIRE COMPASSION IN THE WORLD. 
_____________________________________ 

 
Words and music reproduced herein, all rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723578. 
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